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1854.] MILLS'S GREEK POETS. 257 

8. — The Evidences of Christianity, as exhibited in the Writings of its 
Apologists, down to Augustine. Hulsean Prize Essay. By "W. J. 
Bolton, Professor in Gonville and Caius College, Cambridge. Bos- 
ton : Gould & Lincoln. 1854. 24mo. pp. 302. 

All who are acquainted, and not infatuated, with the Patristical 
writings, know how wearisome it is to seek the scattered grains of pre- 
cious wheat and genuine Christian seed-corn among the dusty chaff- 
heaps, which, but for the labor of sifting, would long since have been 
scattered to the winds. In no other department is the testimony of the 
Fathers worth so much as in that of the Christian evidences. The very 
fact that they were Christians, — at an age when every external proof 
could be intelligently tested, and when, without the internal " witness of 
the spirit," they must have been forced into apostasy by contempt and 
persecution, — is of itself no mean attestation to the history of the New 
Testament and to the divine power of its religion. Many of them 
wrote polemic treatises in defence of Christianity, and the others in 
their didactic writings could not fail of frequent reference to the argu- 
ments of surrounding opposers, Jewish and Gentile. Mr. Bolton in the 
book before us has classified such passages from their works as have a 
bearing on the evidences of our religion, under several happily chosen 
titles, and has thus rendered an equal service to the theological student 
by essentially abridging for him the labor of research, and to the pub- 
lic at large, by showing (more conclusively than had been shown be- 
fore) that the resources of infidelity were exhausted and its canon 
closed almost as early as the canon of Scripture was settled, and that 
modern unbelievers and neologists are only exhuming objections that 
were refuted and hurled into age-long oblivion during the first three or 
four centuries of the Christian era. 



9. — The Poets and the Poetry of the Ancient Greeks ; with an Histor- 
ical Introduction, and a brief View of Grecian Philosophers, Poets, 
and Historians. By Abraham Mills, A.M. Boston: Phillips, 
Sampson, & Co. 1854. 16mo. pp. 485. 

We know of no other single volume from which the English reader 
could get so large an amount of accurate knowledge as to ancient litera- 
ture, as from this. It consists of biographical and historical sketches 
from the best authorities, with very numerous selected metrical transla- 
tions from the Greek poets. The translations are not, in our apprehen- 
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